
loving muslims with the extravagant hospitality of God
welcome in

For I was hungry and you gave me something to eat, I was thirsty and you 
gave me something to drink, I was a stranger and you invited me in ...

– Jesus

“
loving 
MUSLIMS



If you lost a friend or relative, your crushing grief was 
only compounded by what the rest of us felt: loss of 
security, loss of trust, perhaps loss of faith.

The enemy — Satan — didn’t just steal from us that 
day. He left some things in the gaping holes. He left 
fear, anger, distrust, worry. He changed forever the 
way we look at the world. And he gave us the tools 
with which to seal up our hearts.

Ten years have passed, and the grief is still real. 
So are the fear and worry and prejudice that have 
grown in the darkness of loss. These feelings make 
it all the more difficult to hear and truly understand 
the call of Jesus to “love your neighbor” when our 
neighbors are Muslims.

But it’s time to listen. 

Before you try to grasp the words, though, consider 
the One who is saying them. Jesus knows what He 
is asking from us. He knows what it means to be 
completely vulnerable. He knows what it means 
to love with no guarantee of relationship. He 
understands that sometimes risk leads to rejection 
rather than reward. He knows that love 
requires suffering.

Jesus can ask us to love our neighbors — people 
whom we may also perceive to be our enemies — 
because He has already walked this path. He has 
grieved and suffered and found life on the other 
side. Holding on to fear, prejudice, anger and hate is 
not living at all — not for us, nor for the foreigners 
living among us who long for real, eternal peace as 
much as we do.

What does it mean to love our Muslim neighbor? In 
one word: Hospitality. 

Hospitality is the love language of 
Muslims around the world. It is a 
language we can speak because 
we ourselves have experienced the 
generous hospitality of God. 

The following devotional guide is an exploration 
of God’s hospitality and the way in which our 
hospitality toward our neighbors reflects and 
communicates the love of Jesus. Each day 
represents a step in the process of hosting another 
person. As you work through the week’s reflections, 
may God give you the courage to welcome your 
Muslim neighbor with His extravagant love.

What did you lose on the morning of September 11, 2001?
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“The Spirit and the bride say, ‘Come!’ And 
let him who hears say, ‘Come!’ Whoever is 
thirsty, let him come; and whoever wishes, 
let him take the free gift of the water of life.”

— Revelation 22:17, NIV



“Your attitude should be the same as that 
of Christ Jesus: Who, being in very nature 
God, did not consider equality with God 
something to be grasped, but made himself 
nothing, taking the very nature of a servant, 
being made in human likeness.”

— Philippians 2:5-7, NIV

Matthew 18:23-35 and Luke 7:36-46 vividly 
illustrate how different people respond to God’s 
grace. Where do you see yourself in these stories?

To understand the Muslim perception of God, 
it helps to reread the story of the Israelites at 
Mt. Sinai (see Exodus 19). While Muslim cultures 
around the world are extremely hospitable, the 
truth of God’s lavish hospitality expressed in the 
person of Jesus is foreign to them. How can your 
life be a picture of the incarnation to your 
Muslim neighbors? What rights or fears do 
you need to set aside in order to “flesh out” 
God’s love for them?



Jesus came wrapped in flesh — limited, vulnerable, 
susceptible to every disease and hurt well known 
to us. He put away wealth, comfort and power. He 
made a choice because He loved us and He wanted 
to know us. More importantly, He wanted us to 
know Him. 

He made the first move.

When God took on the form of a human being, He 
was initiating the greatest act of hospitality the earth 
will ever know. Under the Old Covenant, no one 
could see God and live. No one could come close. At 
Mt. Sinai the Israelites didn’t have to be told twice to 
keep their distance. They understood that God was 
a consuming fire and they didn’t want to draw close 
(Exodus 19).

Then God in His great compassion, and with 
incalculable personal cost, stepped into our world 
and made Himself accessible. Jesus set aside 
His rights and took all the risks that accompany 
relationships with broken people. 

… throws a huge party when wayward 
souls come home after a season of 
ungrateful rebellion (Luke 15:11-31, NIV).

… opens wide the doors of the 
banquet room to everyone and anyone 
who is hungry and willing to come 
(Matthew 22:8-10, NIV).

… stands and knocks, wanting to 
fellowship with anyone who will allow 
Him in (Revelation 3:20, NIV).
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Day 1 Jesus came and painted a picture for us of a God who …

Reading the New Testament stories and parables, we 
see that God’s hospitality evokes a lot of emotions 
in onlookers. The prodigal son’s older brother was 
angry at the apparent injustice. The teachers of the 
law couldn’t conceive of a God who would share 
a table with tax collectors or allow a prostitute to 
wash His feet. 

The hospitality of God only makes sense to those 
who have been changed by it — people like the 
prodigal son who understand their own wickedness 
and have tasted the undeserved grace of God. 

Have you experienced the hospitality of God? 



Jesus is the hospitality of God. 

He comes to us speaking gracious words of 
invitation: “Come to me all who are weary and 
heavy-laden” (Matthew 11:28, NIV). He is the 
invitation, sent from a holy God as a picture of His 
heart and as the way into His presence.

As followers of Christ, we have become His 
messengers, “as though God were making his appeal 
through us” (2 Corinthians 5:20, NIV). We now have 
the responsibility and privilege of extending God’s 
invitation to a lost world. 

Believers are called to a lifestyle of hospitality that 
expresses itself in two ways. One is the practical, 
get-your-dishes-dirty type of welcome we give 
when we open our homes and offer meals to others. 

The other is hospitality of the heart. It is a 
willingness, as the writer Henri Nouwen put it, 
to live “with open hands.”  We allow God to pull 
down our defenses; we lay down our weapons of 
self-protection, pride, anger. We release our need 
for justice to happen the way we think it should 
happen. And with open hands we receive God’s gifts 
and allow Him to offer those same gifts to others 
through us.

To issue an invitation costs something. What did 
it cost Jesus to give His invitation? He had to set 
aside His own comfort and power. To onlookers, 
He appeared weak and even crazy. He endured 
criticism, rejection, pain and death. For us, issuing 
an invitation might not cost us our lives, but it 
will result in lots of little deaths. Loss of time or 
reputation or control. If we follow Jesus to the point 
of welcoming those whom society has rejected, the 
losses may be magnified. 

But there’s another side to the sacrifice. Hebrews 12:2 
says that Jesus scorned the shame of the cross and 
endured it “for the joy set before him.” 

His choices didn’t end in death, but 
rather in joy. Joy to Him and joy for us! 

If He hadn’t been willing to be God’s invitation to us, 
to extend through His death the glorious welcome 
of God, where would we be?
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Day 2

Prayerfully consider the call to be God’s 
invitation to the Muslims you know.

Read Luke 19:1-7 and Matthew 19:13-14 and 
notice the way in which Jesus welcomed those 
whom society rejected. Note how He 
pursued them. 



“He has committed to us the message of 
reconciliation. We are therefore Christ’s 
ambassadors, as though God were making 
his appeal through us.”

— 2 Corinthians 5:19b-20a, NIV

In Muslim cultures, an invitation involves a double 
blessing. It is an honor to receive the invitation, 
but it is considered an equal or greater honor to 
be the host. From a Muslim’s perspective, when 
you welcome the stranger into your home, you 
are not simply initiating a relationship, you are 
performing an important duty that God requires 
and blesses.



Among Muslims, spoken greetings are very 
important. These usually extend beyond a simple 
hello to numerous questions about the other 
person’s day, health, family and work. In most 
Islamic cultures, there is no physical contact 
between men and women when they greet one 
another. What’s the best way to welcome a 
Muslim acquaintance? With a warm hello and 
sincere interest in who they are and how they are. 
Practice the art of asking questions.

 “A word aptly spoken is like apples of gold 
in settings of silver.”

— Proverbs 25:11, NIV



Right words flow out of right relationship. Do you 
wonder how to start a conversation with a Muslim 
coworker? Do you worry about saying the wrong 
thing? Jesus said it’s from the overflow of the heart 
that the mouth speaks (Luke 6:45). What is in your 
heart?

* Dean Hosni, “Conversations can find common ground 
between Islam, Christianity,” February 25, 2011.

“Today, most people who know me as a Moslem 
don’t ask me about my religion. Perhaps they feel an 
obligation to be politically correct. Perhaps they fear the 
conversation will spiral into a discussion about some 
deplorable acts done in the name of Islam. I appreciate 
their desire not to put me on the spot, to save me the 
angst of dealing with questions they think might be 
hard for me to answer… . But in our efforts to be polite 
and to not to step on toes, we stopped asking questions. 
We stopped talking about our common beliefs and our 
shared spirituality. And so, the conversation ended.

It’s time to start talking again. When Abraham 
welcomed the three strangers to his table in the story 
recorded in Exodus 18, he began with words that 
tumbled from a humble heart. ‘If I have found favor ….’ 
That’s the place where we must begin: with gracious 
words of welcome that spring from transformed hearts.” *

Read James 3:8-18 and ask God to show you 
what is in your heart. What role do our words 
play in the peacemaking process? How do 
humility, grace and honesty shape our hearts —
and words — as peacemakers?
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Day 3

Words hold the power of life and death. 

Without hearing the words of the Gospel spoken 
to us, we languish without faith. Similarly, it is 
impossible to welcome another person into our lives 
without words. We have to communicate our heart 
and our desires to those with whom we wish to 
connect. 

If you are walking with Jesus and He is transforming 
your heart with love for your neighbor, then it is out 
of that wellspring of love that your words will live and 
bless others. Jesus encouraged His disciples about 
how to answer governors and kings by reminding 
them it’s the Holy Spirit who speaks through them 
in such critical moments (Mark 13:11). From a heart 
surrendered to Jesus, the right words come. They 
may be few at first. They may be stumbling and 
awkward, but if they are honest, God can use them 
to communicate His welcome and yours.



When Jesus wanted to show the disciples the full 
extent of His love, He didn’t point to His miracles or 
make promises about the future. He didn’t simply 
say, “I love you.” In fact, He didn’t begin with words at 
all. Instead, he picked up a towel and bent down to 
wash their feet. 

The setting was dinner. Jesus was the host. Rather 
than relegate the duty of washing feet to a servant, 
He seized the opportunity to love His disciples. 
According to John 13, here’s what it looked like:

Jesus took off His outer clothing. He removed 
the wrappings of leadership and became open 
and vulnerable. Most of us — particularly when 
welcoming guests for the first time — want to wear 
our nicest clothes in an effort to communicate 
something about who we are. We want to be in 
control and feel confident. While we do indeed 
honor our guests by dressing nicely, on a spiritual 
level it’s good to ask the question: Am I ready to be 
honest and vulnerable as a servant or do I have to 
present a front in order to feel secure?

Jesus wrapped a towel around His waist. 
He didn’t just serve; He took on the role and identity 
of a servant. Who are you? Is your identity wrapped 
up in a position or job title or social class, or are you 
a servant of the King, eager to do what He asks?

He washed the disciples’ feet. Consider the posture. 
Jesus couldn’t have done this standing up. True 
service requires a humility that will take us to our 
knees. It will also put us face to face with some dirty, 
smelly parts of life sometimes. But Jesus told us that 
when we serve the least of these, we are serving Him. 

Serving strangers who are different 
from us can be a beautiful act of 
worship.
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Day 4

Reread John 13:1-17. Service is expressed 
in many different ways — cooking a meal, 
providing transportation, taking care of 
someone who is sick, making repairs — and the 
actions themselves bless others. But a deeper 
blessing is possible for both the giver and 
receiver when the service is done as an act of 
love and worship. Ask God to give you the heart 
of a servant.



“He defends the cause of the fatherless 
and the widow and loves the alien, giving 
him food and clothing. And you are to love 
those who are aliens, for you yourselves 
were aliens in Egypt.”

— Deuteronomy 10:18-19, NIV

In most places in the Muslim world, hosts are 
attentive to their guests’ need to wash their 
hands before sharing a meal. They will bring a 
bowl of water and a towel and pour the water 
over your hands for you. Muslims are also very 
attentive to ceremonial cleanliness in their 
relationship with God. As Jesus served His 
disciples by washing their feet, He used the 
opportunity to talk about hearts that God makes 
clean. No amount of external washing can make 
a person clean enough to approach God. Through 
His death — the ultimate act of service — Jesus 
made a way for us to have clean hearts and 
showed us just how far true love is willing to go.



“He who supplies seed to the sower and 
bread for food will also supply and increase 
your store of seed and will enlarge the 
harvest of your righteousness. You will be 
made rich in every way so that you can be 
generous on every occasion.”

— 2 Corinthians 9:10-11b, NIV

A Muslim woman in Tajikistan explains her 
perspective on hospitality this way: “It’s our 
inheritance that’s been given to us that we are 
to welcome guests. We’re happy when a guest 
comes because guests are valuable. We do for 
them whatever we can. If we have meat, we give 
meat; if we have potatoes, we give potatoes; if we 
have rice, we give rice.” 

Ask God to give Western Christians a renewed 
vision of hospitality that includes a deeper 
understanding of the value of people above 
the necessity of things.

To read more about hospitality in Tajikistan, see Along the 
Silk Road, a book of photography and reflections about the 
peoples of Central Asia. For more information, visit 
w w w. a l o n g t h e s i l k r o a d. o rg.



The table is a sacred place. It’s where people meet 
and acknowledge need and hunger, where we 
stop for a moment and look each other in the face. 
Celebration happens here, as well as grief and comfort.

But it’s easy to miss the moment, especially when 
hosting. The story of Mary and Martha in Luke 10 is 
a familiar reminder. Martha was an amazing hostess. 
She welcomed Jesus into her home and got busy 
serving him — busy enough that it irritated her 
to see her sister just sitting at Jesus’ feet. But Jesus’ 
response when Martha complained about Mary was 
interesting. He didn’t put down Martha for doing 
the normal and expected, nor did He suggest that 
Mary was being lazy. Instead, He said that Mary had 
chosen “the good part.” 

Service apart from relationship is empty. For some of 
us, though, it’s the serving part that is easier. We can 
clean and cook and wear ourselves out on behalf 
of our guests. What’s tough is the moment when 
we must set aside our work. It’s a choice between 
staying in a role that feels safe or launching into the 
uncharted waters of relationship. 

What does it mean to choose the better part of 
hospitality? Humble attentiveness is the trait we see 
in Mary as she sits at Jesus’ feet. One can imagine 
her asking questions and listening carefully to His 
words. She wanted to be near Him; she wanted to 
know Him.

Warm words and acts of service are 
necessary and important ways of 
communicating love to guests, but 
nothing can replace genuine interest in 
who they are. 

Your Muslim neighbors don’t want to be your pet 
project. They don’t care about your fine china —
though you honor them by setting a beautiful table. 
Like you, they simply want to be known and loved 
and understood.  

What holds you back from pursuing genuine 
relationships with the Muslims you know? Acts 
10 tells how the apostle Paul learned about 
God’s generous hospitality toward all people. 
As you read this story, consider how you can 
become humbly attentive to the people whom 
God is putting in your life and bringing to 
your table.
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If you are ever tempted to question the hospitality of 
God, read John 21. Peter had denied his relationship 
with Jesus. In fear he had gone against all of his 
own ego-driven pronouncements of loyalty and 
participated, at least passively, in the crucifixion. But 
Jesus knew and loved Peter. While He could have left 
him with feelings of guilt and condemnation, Jesus 
chose not to. He met him at his point of need. He 
said, “Come, eat breakfast,” and as they broke bread 
together Jesus restored Peter and blessed him.

Following the resurrection, Jesus revealed Himself to 
His disciples in many ordinary moments — as they 
gathered in a home, as they were walking along the 
road, as they were fishing, as they were eating. Luke 
24:30-31(NIV) describes the specific moment that 
recognition happened for some of them: “When he 
was at the table with them, he took bread, gave thanks, 
broke it and began to give it to them. Then their eyes 
were opened and they recognized him.”

A light came on as they broke bread together. Not 
long before, Jesus had shared the Last Supper with 
the disciples and told them that His body would 
be broken for them. Again sharing the bread and 
the cup — in that moment of common need and 
common blessing — they recognized their Lord. 

Is your table a place where reconciliation can 
happen? Do people see Jesus in you as you offer 
them food and friendship? Jesus’ body was broken 
so that we could be whole, so that our relationships 
could be healed. As we participate in the simple act 
of sharing food together, we have the opportunity 
to display the extraordinary grace of God, who was 
pleased through Jesus “to reconcile to himself all 
things, whether things on earth or things in heaven, 
by making peace through his blood, shed on the cross” 
(Colossians 1:20, NIV).

The path to reconciliation winds 
through the ordinary events of our lives 
and ends at a point of forgiveness 
and acceptance. 

Revelation 7:9-16 paints a picture of what 
reconciliation will look like when we stand 
before God. Read the passage and consider: 
one day we will stand shoulder to shoulder with 
many former Muslims. We will be different from 
one another yet unified, full of praise for our 
Savior and Peacemaker.
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Similar to traditions in Jesus’ day, hospitality in 
many Muslim families involves the literal breaking 
of bread, even if very little other food is offered. 
Offering bread and breaking and sharing it is a 
symbol of welcome and a way to honor guests. 
Even though you have different traditions, 
how can you be intentional in showing honor 
to your guests?

“Come, you who are blessed by my Father; 
take your inheritance, the kingdom prepared 
for you since the creation of the world. For 
I was hungry and you gave me something 
to eat, I was thirsty and you gave me 
something to drink, I was a stranger and you 
invited me in.”

— Matthew 25:34b-35, NIV



The Scripture often uses the word “recline” to 
describe the way in which Jesus spent time 
at meals. In some Middle Eastern and Central 
Asian cultures this is still the way that families, 
particularly men, eat a meal — reclining on 
pillows. The posture itself signifies a habit of 
lingering that is foreign to most Westerners.

In Muslim culture, relationships trump schedules. 
To linger over a cup of tea — either as the host or 
the guest — is to show great honor to the person 
you are with. The best way to do this? Take off 
your watch. Let your guest and the Holy Spirit 
keep time for you.

“Do not worry about tomorrow, for 
tomorrow will worry about itself. Each day 
has enough trouble of its own.”

— Matthew 6:34, NIV



“How many cups of tea did we drink together? I can 
never count them, but the tea represents the time 
we spent together and the time it takes to build 
relationships to the level where others will share their 
deepest needs.”— a Christian worker in Central Asia

Loving people takes time, a commodity in short 
supply. To talk about loving people well and to insist 
that we find more time for it is like adding another 
brick to an already sagging wagon. It doesn’t help. If 
anything, it slows us down. The weight of the guilt 
alone is enough to break the wheels off. 

Maybe the solution isn’t making time or 
finding time. Maybe our call is to live in 
the moment we have right now. 

Jesus said, “Don’t worry about tomorrow because 
tomorrow has enough trouble of its own.” Live now, 
in this kingdom moment. 

We who are followers of Jesus have entered eternity 
time. We live in this world, but it’s not home for us 
anymore. It’s a shadow of reality. Until we come 
to understand this truth deep in our souls, we will 
never be able to trust God with our time.
When once we do begin to understand, we find 

that time is like the loaves and fishes Jesus used 
to feed the 5,000 people. We surrender what we 
have, however little, and He breaks and blesses it. 
Suddenly there is enough.

Most likely He won’t stop the clock from ticking. 
The miracle probably will be more subtle — a heart 
change that transforms the way you see and spend 
your time. The only way to know is to surrender the 
little that you have, to give it away. And to make 
the choice again and again when God’s spirit in you 
reminds you of the value of slowing down for the 
sake of the person right in front of you.

Lingering. Over coffee. Around a meal. At the end 
of a ballgame or a yard sale. It is a small choice 
that communicates to the person with whom you 
choose to linger: You are valuable. I want to know 
you. You are special and worth loving.

Read John 4 about Jesus’ interaction with 
the Samaritan woman. Everything Jesus did 
— walking, resting, eating, fasting, talking, 
questioning — had a purpose. In this story, He 
chose to linger. How is He calling you to linger 
for the sake of a relationship today?
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To read more, see “Share Tea, Share Life: Conversations with 
Women in Central Asia,” a free booklet available through the 
International Mission Board at imbresources.org .



When Jesus calls us to bless and not curse, He is 
asking us to make a choice. Cursing can be done 
passively. We can ignore someone or be apathetic 
about their situation, and in the absence of blessing, 
we are saying, “You are on your own.” And to be left 
alone with our own darkness and hunger is a curse 
that slices through our souls as deeply as any 
spoken words.

Jesus repeatedly made the choice to bless people 
when He could have passed them by. He scooped 
up and blessed the children whom His disciples 
tried to shoo away. He spoke words of release to a 
woman caught in adultery. He ministered healing 
to a woman who had been bleeding for 12 years 
— another person whom the disciples would have 
been content to ignore in the rush of ministry.

Today there are millions of Muslims 
living in the United States who have 
never been blessed by a believer in 
Jesus. They have never been welcomed 
or served or loved in Jesus’ name. 
No one has lingered with them out of 
genuine interest in who they are.

What keeps us from blessing our Muslim neighbor? 
In one word: Fear. The fear that in giving away a 
blessing we ourselves will be diminished somehow 
in the process — as though our blessing account is 
only so full, and to make a withdrawal will short us 
on blessings we ourselves need.

We also fear that justice won’t happen if it’s not from 
our hand. To bless someone is to say, “You don’t owe 
me anymore.” It is the choice to forgive.

Psalm 67 is a beautiful reflection on the 
blessings of God. Read it and consider — for 
what reason has God blessed us? How does 
God want to use you today as a channel of His 
blessing into the life of your Muslim neighbor?
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l o v i n g m u s l i m s . c o m

For more information on how to show 
God’s hospitality to Muslims, visit



Usually shared at the end of a meal, spoken 
blessings are significant in the lives of Muslims. 
Just as in Old Testament times — when fathers 
spoke blessings over their sons and priests 
anointed kings in God’s name — words of 
blessing are a living gift. Believers who bless their 
Muslim friends and neighbors understand that 
God is the source of all blessing, and Jesus is the 
ultimate expression of His blessing. Consider 
how you can use God’s Word to speak His 
blessing to the Muslims you know.

“The LORD bless you and keep you; the 
LORD make his face shine upon you and 
be gracious to you; the LORD turn his face 
toward you and give you peace.”

— Numbers 6:24-26, NIV
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