
Chapter 1 – The Story of Your Life 
 

“Daddy, tell me a story tonight!”   
These are the words of my youngest son, Grayson, as he leaps onto my back 

for his nightly piggy-back ride up the stairs to get tucked into bed.  He is eight years 
old and full of life and energy.  As much as he likes to be told a story when it’s time to 
go to bed, I think (and hope) he enjoys just having some one-on-one time with Dad.  
Of course, he probably likes delaying the inevitable too!   

My ritual with Grayson goes like this: as we approach the top of the stairs with 
him clinging to my back, I reach around and start to tickle him.  He knows this is 
coming and he starts to giggle and scream before I even touch him.  He jumps off my 
back as soon as we arrive on the landing, then he runs into his room, turns off the 
light, and jumps into bed, mummifying himself in his covers.  The light has to be off 
for story time, that’s important.  I then lay down next to him and he snuggles up to 
me.  I ask, “What kind of story do you want tonight?”  Through the years, I have told 
all kinds of stories – stories about when I was a kid, fantastic stories that I make up 
out of my head, and of course, stories from the Bible.   

Grayson’s favorite stories are, hands down, the stories from God’s Word.  If 
you think about it, the Bible has everything to capture the imagination of a child, 
especially a young boy.  There are battles with people getting their heads cut off.  
There are “unbelievable” stories of the sun stopping in the sky and the sea parting.  
Stories with fire falling from heaven and burning up the bad guys.  There are even 
stories with hailstones the size of cars falling from the sky.  Stories about demons and 
angels.  Stories about heroes and villains.  And a grand story about the greatest hero 
of all time, being slain, and coming back to life, with the future story of his promised 
return on a white horse, riding out of heaven with sword in hand.  Man, what kid 
wouldn’t love this stuff? 

 

True Stories 
Here’s the kicker about these stories from the Bible, and I always stress this to 

Grayson - these stories are true.  They really did happen.  These aren’t myths or 
legends, they are fact.  No matter how marvelous or fantastic or unbelievable they 
might seem, these things really did take place.  Grayson just stares at me with wonder 
in his eyes.  I think that is why he wants to hear the stories from the Bible, they trump 
anything from the mind of man. 

The Bible is a lot of things.  It is God’s Word: perfect, inerrant, and infallible.  
The Bible is trustworthy in all the things to which it speaks.  The Bible is a book of 
theology and doctrine.  It tells us about God: His nature, works, and ways.  It tells us 
about ourselves: our sinful nature, our sinful works, and our sinful ways.  And it tells 



us about Jesus who can save us from ourselves and reconcile us to God.  You can 
base your life on the Bible.  It is authoritative.  In fact, it is the authority for your life.   

For all that the Bible is as described above, it is also something else - it is a 
Story Book.  And I would argue that before the Bible is any of the other things listed 
above, it is first and foremost a Story Book.  Isn’t that how most all of us first 
encounter the Bible, as a story?  My earliest recollection of church and the Bible is of 
the stories I learned.   

The story of Moses parting the Red Sea.   
The story of David and Goliath.   
The story of Joshua and walls of Jericho.   
The story of Jesus.   
You get the idea.  It’s about the stories.   
Stories are powerful.  They capture our attention and pull us in.  They teach us 

without us even knowing we are learning something new.  Have you ever noticed that 
Jesus’ preferred method of teaching was storytelling through parables?  Do you 
remember the points from the sermon preached last Sunday?  Probably not, but I’ll 
bet you remember some story the pastor told.  You see my point, don’t you?  Story 
equals power.  I think it’s interesting that in this day and age of technology, with all 
the gadgets that vie for our attention, the ones that capture us are the ones that tell 
stories.   

Consider Netflix.  I learned just the other day, that in the evenings, Netflix is 
responsible for 20% of the bandwidth being used on the Internet.  That is amazing to 
me.  What’s the deal with Netflix?  It’s all about the story.  People are watching 
movies, which are nothing more than moving picture stories.   

Consider Amazon’s Kindle.  The Kindle is just one of many e-readers that have 
come to market, but it is by far the leader.  Amazon won’t disclose sales figures, but 
USAToday has reported that e-book sales for 2010 were near $1 billion, with 17.6 
million people on the bandwagon.1  What’s the deal with the Kindle and other e-
readers?  It’s about the story.  Technology might make paperbound books obsolete, 
but the story will never be obsolete.   

This means that the Bible will never be obsolete.  Its stories have captured the 
attention of children and adults for millennia.  Just walk down the street today and ask 
a ten-year-old who Moses is and he will most likely know.  “Oh yeah!  That’s the guy 
with the long beard who parted the sea.  The guy with the Ten Commandments.”  
The kid may not go to church or know any of the Ten Commandments, but he knows 
the story. 

That’s what the Bible is - a collection of stories.  Not just any stories, but 
stories about God entering into and working in the lives of people.  But the Bible is 
something more, and this is the part that many people miss: the stories of the Bible 
work together to tell a larger Story, a mega-Story.  I call it The Story of God.  You see, 



God is doing something with His creation.  He has a plan, and that plan involves real 
people.   

People like your spouse. 
People like your children and parents.  
People like you. 

 
	  


